
BOXSTEDHALL.—FAMILYOF FOLEY.

THEmanorof Boxted,in the Hundredof Babergh,appears
to have descendedby hereditarypossessionthrough a series
of at leasttwentygenerationsto its presentowner,by whose
kind and hospitable invitation our Institute has met this
dayin this ancientball. In Domesdayit isnamed,Boesteda,
Whichseemsto be derivedfromBos,---astall, crib, or boose,
(qu. box, loosebox?) and the commontermination stead,a
place. CompareBos-ham,in Sussex. At the time of the
Domesdaysurvey,it was the land of RogerPictaviensis,or
-vensis(third sonof Roger-deMontgomery),who held ex-
tensively in capite,in Norfolk, Suffolk,Essex, Cheshire,
Derbyshire,Nottinghamshire,Yorkshire,and Lincolnshire.
Boxtedwasheld t. R. E. by Ulricthe Kings Thane,a title
equivalentto Baron, in whose time it had two carucates
of land, two villeins, eleven bordarii, and four serfs. It
maintainedthree horses, five head of cattle, twenty-four
pigs, and thirty sheep. The value of the manor was
eight poundsa year ; it was a league in length, and five
quarantaines,inbreadth. The abbot of St. Edmund's,and
of St. Etheldreda, had both rights of soccagein certain
landsin the parish.

What becameofBoxted inthe timesimmediatelyfollow,
ing the surveydoesnot appear. But we knowthat Roger
Pictavensis,taking ,part with Robert Duke of Normandy,
againstKing Henry Ist, was by -the latter dispossessedof
allhis Englishlands,andwith themofthe Earldomandhon-
our-of Lancaster,to whichhe had been raised (Munford's
Domesdayof Norfolk),and ofwhichBoxstedformed.a part,
probably, already, as it did in the time of Edmund,
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Earl of Lancaster,EdwardIst's brother. Gage (Brockley)

says that Roger'sland revertedto the crown. However,in
the sixth RichardI. a certainWilliam Hervey,had lands
in Boxted,which he appearsto have derived fromHervey
Walter, or his father Hervey, the ancestorsof the Butlers,
of the Houseof Ormond. HerveyWalter, it maybe men-
tionedby the way,had verylargepossessionsin Lancashire,
Andthe appearanceof this WilliamHervey, as holding in
the honour of Lancaster may have some connectionwith
this circumstance. Whetherorno he waslordof the manor
is not stated (though Sir SimondsD'Ewes asserts that he
was), as the transactionin questiononlyrelatesto the trans-
fer of the third part of a knight's fee,fromTheobaldWalter
to William Hervey, who had previouslyconveyedit to
Theobald. It waspart apparentlyof somefamilyarrange-
ment. ThisWilliamHerveymusthavebeenthe sameasheld
somelands in Brockleybefore1184, and whois called by
Jocelynde Brackland,WilliamFitz Hervey, and was one
of six knights holdinglandsin NorfolkandSuffolk,whoin
1187 werechosento give evidence before the Barons of the
Exchequer,as towhether the lordshipsof St. Edmundwere
liable to the commonamerciament. He is doubtlessalso
the sameas WilliamFitz Hervey,whowasSheriff of Nor-
folk and Suffolkfromthe thirty-secondHenry II. to the
secondRichard I. He alsoappearsas a witnessto a deed
of Sir Robert de Hawstead, temp. Richard I. (Gage, p.
424)and elsewhere. But an inquisitionheldin the fortieth
Henry III. on the death of William Hervey, de Boxsted,
(sic) describesit as his manor. In the return of the twelve
" free and legal men," made to the King's Escheator of
Norfolk and Suffolk, we have this heading, " Extenta
manerii quod fuit WillmiHervey 'de .Boxstead,"&c. At
that time there weretwomills in the parish, a water and a
wind-mill, the latter of which exists still. The former
'existedin 1630, and the farmis still called.the Mill-farm.
The manoi was held of the honor of Lancaster, by pay-
•ent ofhalfaknight'sfee. Againinthetwenty-fifthEdward
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Ist, the manorwith the advowsonof the church,was held
by anotherWilliamHervey,of Edmund,the king's brother,
Earl of Lancaster,in whom the male line seems to have
ended. AccordingtoSirSimondsD'Ewes,andaMS.Pedigree
in Davy's SuffolkCollections,Amy daughterand heiressof
WilliamHervey,marriedRobert de Tyes,and by the mar-
riage of their daughteror grand-daughterwith Thomasde
Badwell,in the earlypart of Edward IIIrd's reign Boxtead
becamethe propertyof the Badwells,and so continuedfor
three generations. But on the deathof her brotherwithout
issue,Ann Badwellsucceededto the property,andbrought
it to her husband ThomasPoley, about the beginning of
Henry Drth's reign.

This ThomasPoley, called" of Walsingham"in a deed
belongingto John W. Poley, Esq., but otherwise" of Cod-
reth" (MS.Collectionsfor Bury Abbey,formerlybelonging
to DawsonTurner, Esq., nowin Lord Bristol's possession),
was descendedfrom a family which resided at or near
Codreth, in Hertfordshire, and took their name from
Polheye, which Sir Simonds D'Ewes says is the name
of a town in that county. The earliest memberof that
house, whose name has been preserved, is that of Sir
Humphreyde Poley, in Henry Ist's reign (1107),whobore

sarms—Argent,on a bend Gules three cross crossletsOr.
The Pipe Roll for Essex and Hertfordshire, of 2 John,
alsomentionsa Richardde Polhia. From them it is pre-
sumedthat ThomasPoley abovementionedwas descended.
This Thomasmarriedfirst, Alicedaughterof John Gisling-
ham, from.whichmatch sprung the Poleys of Badley, in
Suffolk. He marriedsecondly,as already mentionedAnn
Badwell,of Boxted, and sothe Boxted inheritancepassed
to the childrenofhis secondmarriage. Themalelinefailed
in RichardPoley, the tenth generationfrom Thomas,who
was born in 1682, and died without issue. His sister
ElizabethPoley,marriedRobertWeller,Esq.,of Tunbridge
Wells. Their only son Georgetook the name of Poley,
togetherwith hismother'sinheritance,andwasgreatgrand-
father to the presentlord of the manor.
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The Poleys in their differentbranches were for many
generations among the principal gentry of Suffolk. The
descendantsof ThomasPoley and his first wife-Maud,alias
Alice, Gislingham,seemsto have resided at StokeAsh, till
the marriageof SimonFoley with Margaret daughter and
heiressof EdmundAllcocke,lord of the manor of Badley
in Suffolk. He died in 1485 (first Henry VIIth), and was
buried, as well as his wife, in Badleychurch. From that
time Badley becamethe residence of this branch, and
Badley church contains many monuments of the family.
The earliest wasput up by EdmundPoley, Esq., in 1604,
and recordsthe namesof differentmembersof the family,
fromSimon,whodiedin 1548,to his,owntime. Themonu-
mentscontinuetill the deathof HenryFoley,in 1707,when
this line becameextinct. Of this branch,John Foley (who
died1589)marriedAnn,eldestdaughterofJohnLordWent-
-worth, of Nettlestead. As a specimenof the epitaphs in
. Badley church,I extract the followinglines on.Dorothy
Foley,put up by her husbandEdmund,in 1625.

Here a part, but small part, of her lies under,
Who was her sex's pride, her age's wonder,
Goodness,Grace,Beauty, Virtue, spotlesstruth,
Grayheadedjudgement in fresh floweringyouth,
Charity with zeal, piety, all these lay,
In this cold case, now casedin this cold clay.

Edmund Poley took for his secondwife,dame Frances
Crompton,relict of Sir John Crompton,Kt., and second
daughterof Sir John Croftes,Kt.„of Little Saxham. By
a later intermarriage,viz, that of knthony Crofteswith
Elizabeth,daughterofSirRichardGipps,of Horningsheath,
by Elizabeth,daughterof SirEdmundFoley,of Badley,and
his wifeHester, sisterof WilliamLord Croftes,the Badley
inheritancewith all the family writings, muniments' &c.,
cameintothe possessionof William Crates, sonof the above-
named Anthony and Elizabeth, rde Gipps. A letter, in
the possessionof Mr.Foley,fromWilliamCroftesto George

voL. iii. 3 B
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WellerPoley,Esq., dated1767,in answerto someenquiries
addressedto him by Mr. Croftes,mentions these particu-
lars. Sir ThomasSebright,Bart., being the sonofHarriet
Croftes,grand-daughterof William Croftes,representsthe
three familiesof Poley of Badley,Croftes,and Gipps.

Beforewe quit the Badleybranchit shouldbe mentioned
that Edmund Poley, Esq., third son of Sir Edward,was
distinguishedin public life. He wasMinister Plenipoten-
tiary to the Germanicstates. viz.at Ratisbon,in, Charles
IInd's reign, and afterwardsBritish Ministerat Stockholm,
under James II. There is lying on the table a MS. of
a maskperformedin his honour at Stockholm,in 1687, in
whichhis praisesare sung in no mean strain, and special
allusionis made to his scientificattainments,in whichhe
quitecut out Apollo. His brotherHenry, to whomEdmund
raiseda monumentwith an elegantLatin epitaph,was also
distinguishedin Parliament and at the bar. Mr. Croftes
in the letter abovequoted,describesthem as his mother's
" two famousuncles Mr. Henry and Mr. EdmundPoley."
Their sister Judith marriedHenry Jermyn Lord Dover.

Turning however to the Boxtal branch,we find it in
nowiseinferiorin the knightly rank and knightly virtues
of its long line, and conspicuousalsofor its allianceswith
all the best familiesin the county,Clopton,Shaa, Jermyn,
D'Ewes, Hervey, May, Felton, Heigham, Waldegrave,
Croftes,and others.

Thomas,the son and heir of that Thomaswho married
the heiressof Boxted,marriedAlice, daughterofGeoffrey
Rokell, of Wormingford,Esq., a descendant (says Sir
S. D'Ewes) of a most ancient Essex family, surnamed
formerly de Rupella. By which marriage Wormingford.
or Wyrmundford, was brought to the Poleys. John
Foley his son is styled in a deed of the 24th Henry
VIIIth, " John Poley, of Wyrmundford,countyofEssex,"
Esq. Oneof the earliestdeedsinpossessionof the family,
twenty-third Henry VIth (A.D. 1444), is the settlement
of the manorof Boxtedupon the above named " Thomas
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and Alice his wife, daughter of GeoffreyRokell, Esq."
Mr. Almackhas pointedout an interesting feature in this
deed, that an exact counterpartof it has beenengrossedon
the sameskin of parchment,and the wordsBenedietusDeus
written between them'. •Theskin has then been divided
by an indented line through the said words showing
the origin and derivationof the term, " This indenture."
Usuallyoneparty took one, and the other the other half.
In this casethe ownersof the estate kept bothparts of the
indenture. The custom is very like that recordedin Jere-
miah xxxii, where in the purchaseof land, two deeds of
evidencewere drawn out, one sealed and the other open.
jolm Poleytheir sonandheir, calledof Wyrmundford,who
married Agnes daughter of Sir Richard Whetely, Kt.,
succeededto the property of both•his father and mother,
and is said to have died in 1487 (Sir S. D'E). His son
Richard again succeededhim. In a deed,fourteenthHenry
VIIIth (1522), Richardappearsas owner of the property,
with two sonsgrown up, John and Edward. He married
Ann, eldestdaughterof Sir WilliamClopton,Kt. He was
buried December* 19, 1546, and his wife Ann, on.
August 15, 1550. There is a perfectbrass for himandhis
wife, in Boxted'church. His eldest son John succeeded
him. A singular error concerningthe date of his birth,
occursin Burke'sLanded Gentry. He says he wasbaptized
at Boxted, September27, 1539. He might as well have
said 1839. For he tells us himself that his third sonGiles
marriedin 1534, fiveyears-beforehis fatherwasborn! that
,Gileshad a sonborn in 1561,whosegrandfather therefore
was under twenty-two! that his wife died in 1561, her
husbandthereforebeing between twenty-oneand twenty-
two,having bornehim at least six children,the pedigree
sayseight. Now it is quite true that a John Poleywas
baptized at Boxted, September27, 1539. But our John
Foley wasat least forty years old at that time. We have

* Parish Register. Not Feb. as Sir S. D'Ewes, " died and buried same day," S. D'Ewes,
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already seen from the deed of 1522, that he and his next
brother Edward were then of age, and Sir SimondsD'Ewes
tells us that when he died in 1580, he was " extremely
old," which I suppose even the youngest here present will
admit means more than forty. I therefore put his birth
between 1490, and 1500. This agrees well with the date
of his grandfather's death, in 1487, and will make him
between eighty and ninety at his death. It makes him from
sixty to seventy in 1561, when he made over Boxted -Hall
to his son William, and settled legacies on numerous grand-
children. From this John Poley, and his wife Margery,
daughter and eventually heiress of John Blyant, Esq., of
Intwood, county of Suffolk, sprung, among many_other
descendants, Sir John Poley, Kt., of Wrongey (being
eighth son of his eighth,or, as some say,his fourth son
Thomas), a knight of eminent military prowess. His
epitaphin Boxtedchurch,thus recordshis fame.

Under this marble lies buried, awaiting the secondcomingof our Lord,
Sir John Foley, of Wrongey,in the County of Norfolk,knight ; descended
from the ancient family of the Poleys of Suffolk,being the secondson,and
at length heir of Thomas Poley, and grandson of John Poley, of Boxted
Ball, in the county of Suffolk,Esq.,—a man famous for his bravery in
arms, and for military skill to be reckoned amongst the first commanders.
For first as captain of English footunder Henry Drth, King of France, in
his wars against the Leaguers,for the spaceof three years; and afterwards
under the standard of Christian, King of Denmark, as colonel - general, more
than twenty years, did he fight with success. With the greatest praise
moreover, and reputation for bravery, did he war against the Spaniard,
under Elizabeth, Queen of England ;

When Cales submitted to his comfring arm,
And all Iberia felt the loud alarm.

But not only in military virtue and deeds of arms did his praise consist,
he excelledtoo in candourof mannersand courteousnessof disposition,and
onthis accountwashe muchbelovedboth by the above-namedChristian,of'
Denmark, and likewiseby James, King of Great Britain ; both of whom
treated him with familiarity and the greatest kindness. At length our
veteran after somuch successin foreignwars, now far advancedin years,-
obtainedhis discharge,and returned home to his native England, where,
at the beginningof the reign of Charles,he passeda tranquil life, blessed
with the highest esteemand favour of that monarch, and devoted himself
wholly to his Godand his king ; 'till satisfiedwith his share of life and
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fame, he sunk placidly to sleepin the Lord, having passed his eightieth
year. He died in his manor of Wrongey,in the year of our Lord 1638.

The remarkablemonumentin Boxted Church,to which
Mr. Almackwill directyour attention, is ofhim. Thereis
alsoa portrait of him.at the hall, with the goldfrog in his
ear. Here again the date in. Burke's Landed Gentry, is
erroneous. 'Sir John Poley wasnot twenty in 1567. He
wasborn in 1558 or 9. I knownot whether the splendid
grey charger whose portrait is near :the staircase,and of'
whichthere is a traditionthat he swamoverfromFlanders,
was his, or his brother Absalom's,who died in battle in
Flanders.

In connectionwith Wrongey, which is a corruptionof
Wermegay, or Wyrmyngey, sometimeswritten Wringay,
in the hundredof Clackclose,in Norfolk,it is worthnotic-
ing, as has beenpointedout to meby RichardAlmack,Esq.
that Sir John Poley's residencethere wasprobablycaused
by an ancientconnectionof his familywiththat ofthe Lords
Bardolph. In the retinue of Sir William Phelipe,K. G.
at the battle of Agincourt (Nicolas'Battle of Agincourt, p.
64), appears the name of ThomasPoley, and Wermegay
was one of the manorswhichSirWilliamPhelipe acquired,
with his wife from Thomas Lord Bardolph, her father
(Blomfield'sIiistory of Norfolk, vol.vii, p. 498). Probably
thereforethis branchof the Poley familyheld some manor
of the Bardolphsby tenure of militaryservice. Theprinci-
pal manor and lordshipof Wermegayseemsto have been
quite alienatedfrom the familyof Phelipein the reigns of
Elizabethand James,when Sir John Poleyresidedthere.

John Poley, of Boxted Hall, was also the father of
Elizabeth, who in 1554 married William Hervey, of
Ickworth,Esq., fromwhichmarriage the present Herveys
of Ickworth descend. He left legaciesto each of the
children of " William Harvie's wife." It was his son
William Poley, who built the present Hall at Boxted,
accordingto a statementin a MS.book of FamilyRecords,
whichis repeatedby a late hand in the Terrier. But if'
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so, the date 1540 must be erroneous,as it wasnot till 1561
(3rd Elizabeth),that john Poley devisedand granted to
his sonWilliam, Boxted Hall, with all houses, lands &c.,
in Boxted,Hartest, Stanstead,&c.,onlyreservingto his own
use " the parloureat the end of the hall, withthe chamber
within the said parloure, stabling for two horses in the
stable at the end.of the barn, liberty to fish in the moat,
river, and other waters,with egressand regress to the said
parlour for himself and servant and friends, and liberty
to be in the walks,orchardsand gardens,&c.,at all tymes
meet and convenient." William Poley also covenant
ing to pay twenty-six pounds, thirteen shillings,and four
pence rent, &c.,to findto the said John POley,sufficient
and convenientmeat and drink, " mete and convenientto
his estate, degreeand condition,"as wellas for his servant
andtwohorses besidesothermutualstipulations. William
Poley, Esq., married (in 1540, accordingto a MS. note
by a late hand in the Terrier)Alice,daughterand heiressof
Edmund Shaa, Esq., of Elorndon House, Essex. The
followingnoticefrom a Terrier of 1631, to which I shall
refer again, is of someinterest.

" Horndonhowse,"called" the Place." " This howseis a very fair
loftyauntienthowsebuilt of verygoodtymber,with a wondrouslardge
dyneingparlour,anda fairechapellofbricke, &e. ; and was in the time of
King Edward Drth (1461 marginal note modern hand) the mansion howse
of Sir John (sic) Shha' knight,thenLordMajorofLondon,whoseheire
the noweownerofthishouseis by right discent."

William Poley diedin 1587, and was buriedat Boxted.
On the death of his eldestsonSir JohnPoley,knight, 8. p.,

his secondsonSir WilliamPoley, knight, succeededto the
estate. His wifewas Ann daughterof Sir RobertJermyn,
knight, of Rushbrooke-,grandfatherto Henry Earl of St.
Alban's,K.G. Her sister Susanwaswife of Sir William
Hervey, knight, of Ickworth,and grandmotherto the first
Earl of Bristol. SirWilliamPoleywasM.P., forSudbury,
in 1623 and 1628. His eldest daughter Judith married
Sir Humphry May, knight, Vice-chamberlainto King
CharlesIst, ChancelloroftheDuchyofLancaster,Treasurer
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ofthe Household,and P.C.,bywhom,amongotherchildren,
she had Isabella,wifeof Sir ThomasHervey,knight, and
mother of John Earl of Bristol. He died in 1629. He
was succeededby his sonWilliam,alsoknighted. ThisSir
William,March15th,1636,marriedat Stowlangtoftchurch,
Elizabeth,his secondwife,fifth and youngest daughter of
Paul D'Ewes,Esq., of StowlangtoftHall, and sister of the
celebratedantiquarySir SimondsD'Ewes. Thereis a good
picture of her in the drawing room at the Hall. Tothis
connectiouit wasowing that Sir Simonds turned hisattention
to the antiquitiesof the Poleyfamily,ofwhichhe hasgiven
some account in his autobiography. The beautiful em-
blazonedpedigreeon the table is also,in part, I believe,the
workofhis hands, and has thereforethe stampof authenti-
city, whichattachesto the work of so careful and cautious
a genealogistas he was.

This SirWilliamseemsto havebeena carefulmanagerof
his estates. For immediatelyonsucCeedingto them,viz. in
1630,hehad aterrier of all his manorsand landsdrawnup,
with the nameof eachtenant, and the amount and nature
of his holding,whetherby lease or at will, and on what
conditionsandliabilities,with the rentdue,boththe amount,
and the time and place of payment. This documentis
dated 1630, and entitled " Terrar de BoxstedHall—Horn-
donHouse—HorndonMarkets—ArdenHall—BarrowHall
—AldamesFee—Samwell--Barbery." I extract the fol-
lowingcuriousnotices,omitting for the presentthe notice
of Boxted Hall itself.

The tenant of Boxtead hall manor farm, " to have all the Dovehouse
muck out of the Dovehousebelongingto Boxted hall."

" To have gatebote,and style boote, and so much plow bote, and cart
bote, as shall makeone plough in every year, and one cart and one-Tum-
brill in the said terme (sevenyears ?) and ten cart load'sof woodfor fire-
bote."%

The tenant ofthe " water mill, calledBoxtedmill," is bound " to prevent
the flowingsof the lord's meadowsby drawing up his gates, and at such
tyme as the lord shall dwell at his mannor house, shall bring the best

* Elsewhere, q hedge boote, and all other boote, stake boot, style boot."
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andchoicestfishwhichhe shall happen to get in the myll-damme,and
rivers: and shall grindthe hardcornwhichthe lord shall spendin the
mannorhouse,afterthe rate of eight-pencethe combe,andmalt after the
rate of seven-pencethe combe. The tenant " not to take abovetwo
troppsof corntogether,but shall fallowand summertyllaccoidingto the
custom of the country; a third croppof peasen....alone excepted"
(sameconditionselsewhererepeated).Anothertenant " tomewea castof
hawkesat BoxtedHall everyyear.'

a. r.
Sumtotallof the wholenumberof acresof this mannor 623 3

	

70 1 0 not let 1 viz., 277 0 17 of the Demesnelands.

	

206 3 17 let j and 346 3 0 holdenby the Fermors.

P.
17

Totalvalue— s. d.
Manorhouse'andWoods • • 00 68 6 g
Demesnelands(let) io• 110 0 0
Restof the farmrents • • 143 9 4




311 15 0
" Reprisesto the DutchieofLancaster." "TheAdvowsonofBoxted,did

longsincebelongto this mannor,but nowis united to Hartest,and the
Bishopof Ely presentsto both parish chutchestogether,yet they be
severallparishesto all otherpurposes." Notein anotherhandwriting—
" Noesuchthing:exchangedwithhim,andthe Kingpresents."

HORNDON HARXET ORME20.

" ThisMarketHall is a statelyhowse,of excellentgoodtymber,built
sometwentyyearssince." "In the marketplacewherethe pillorystands
wouldbe a stall builtendwise,east and west,on either side,where did
standcoppieholdstalls." " ThomasCoker,that ought the WhiteHart,
did hire leaveof Sir WilliamPoleyto sellout stallsunderhis howse,at
thefirstforxxs.perann,andafterwards for xvs. per ann. Now John Hovell
does it of his wrongevery obstinately,and Ben. Kingsman,and Lew.
Browne."

Sir W. Poley's first wife was Elizabeth, daughter and
co-heiressof Sir Henry Arden, knight, by whom he had a
daughter Susan,married (1) to AnthonyMassy, Esq., (2)
to RichardSavage,third sonof John Earl Rivers. He died.
in 1664. The followingis the entry of his burial in the
Boxtedpar. reg. " Sir WilliamPoley, of Boxstead,in the
County of Suffolk,knight, dyed there May 17th, about
eight o'clockin the morning,and was buried the 18th of
the same, in the night about eleven or twelve o'clock.
Decessit desideratus." And in the same year, " Sir John
Poley, knight, secondson-of Sir William (not the last)
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brought from Bury," Nnvember1664. Dame Elizabeth
Poley, relict of Sir William Poley, knight, was buried
April 5th, 1698. Sir WilliamPoley wassucceededby his
son Sir John Poley, knight, who was owner of Boxtead
abovefortyyears. He wasthricemarried,firstto Elizabeth,
daughterof GeorgeWalton, Esq., of Little Bursted, who
died1679. SecondtoBridget,daughter.of RichardSamins,
Esq.,ofLittle Totham,Essex, andrelict of ThomasRoberts,
Esq., of Braxtead, co.Essex (who died 1689),by both of
whom he had issue, but only one of his four sons lived to
man's estate, viz., John, sonof his first wife. By his third
wifeDorothy,daughterof Sir Henry Felton,Bart., ofPlay-
ford,co.Suffolk,he had no issue. The followingaccount
of him is given by Sir RichardiGipps,in his notices of
Suffolkfamilies.

" Sir John Poley,the last knight of thisbranch,was a gentlemanofa sound
understanding,a sincereheart, and a plain, primitive and open behaviour,
a loyal subject, and a true lover of his country ; he was chosenburgessof
Sudbury without his knowledge, and sat in the Conventionagainst his
inclination,where, in that memorabledebate,January 28th, 1688,whether
the throne was vacant,he made the followingshort speech:—

." 3fr' Speaker, I am sent hither to de the church and Cfesarright, to
vindicate the doctrinesof yeone,and preserve themajesty of yeother, both
which are in danger fromgentlemen'sarguments on ye "debateof this day.
Mr. Speaker,here is an affairof the greatest weight beforeus, both as we
are Christiansand Englishmen; no less than the deposinga king whomwe
have swornallegianceto ; will our religionor our lawsjustifie such a pro-
ceeding? I know they will not. Gentlemen, indeed we have laid a
mighty stress upon the original contract, and urged the vacancy of the
throne fromhis majestiesbreach of that, but I hope we shall not proceed
rashly on a matter of such consequenceto us and our posterity ; and
therefore, I movethat this debate be adjourned-till ye original contract be
producedand laid upon the table for the membersto peruse, that we may
see whether his Majestyhas broke it or no."

" After ye Prince and Princessof OrangeweredeclaredKing and Queen,
contrary to our known laws, Sir John retired to his seat at Boxted, and
never acted in a public station afterwards, but lived and died enjoyingthe
comfortsof a private life and a goodconscience,belovedand lamented by
all who had the honour to know him. He left issue one son John Poley,
Esq., now of Boxted, and one daughter, Elizabeth, both unmarried.
They bare Or, a Lyonrampant Sable."

XOL. III. 3 c
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Sir John Poky being first cousin to Isabella Lady
Hervey,wasnaturally intimatewith her sonJohn Hervey,
afterwardsfirst Earl of Bristol,whowasalsohisownsecond
cousin,and the differencein politics (Mr. Hervey being a
Whig) doesnot seem to have interferedwith their private
friendship. This was further cementedby Mr. Hervey's
secondmarriagein 1695 with Elizabeth Felton, niece to
Lady Poley. This marriage took place at Boxted, July
25th, 1695, as appears both by the Parish register,
and by the entry in LordBristol's diary : " Thursday the
25th of July, I wasmarried to Miss Elizabeth Felton, by
her uncleDr. Henry Felton,at Boxted,abouteight o'clock
at night. Mondaythe 29th, I carriedher from Boxted to
Bury (at that time, Mr. Hervey's Suffolkresidence)where
she was met at the Guildhall by the corporationin their
gowns." Lady Poley was godmotherto their secondson
Thomas. Lord Bristol's diary mentions Sir J. Poley's
death thus : " 13th September,1705, my cousin Sir John
Foley, of Boxted,died." He wasburiedat Boxted on the
15th, accordingto the par. reg. His only surviving son
John Poley, Esq., succeededhim at Boxted. HO was
never married, nor do I know anything of him, except
what is said in the aboveextract fromSir Richard Gipps.
From an entry in Boxted par. reg. (1722) of burials,
" John Hammond,Mr. Poley's servant,"he was probably
then living at Boxted. He died (as the marblein Boxthd
churchtells us) in 1757, unmarried.

On this failureof the issue of Sir John Poley, Knight,
the property passed to the line of his brother Thomas,
whosesonRicharddyingalsowithoutissue,the inheritance
passed, as before said, to Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas
Foley, Esq., and grand-daughter of Sir William Poley,
Knight, whowasthe wifeof RobertWeller, Esq., of Ton-
bridgeWells, and whosegreat-great-grandsonthe present
lord of the manoris.

Besidesthe abovemembersof this flourishingfamily,I
findin a MS. " Collectionfor the HistoryofBuryAbbey,"
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late the propertyof Mr. DawsonTurner, nowbelongingto
Lord Bristol, frequent notices,or referencesto notices,of
Poleys. In the thirteenthand nineteenth Henry VII, a
WilliamPowle,gent., wasa capital burgess of Bury, and
ThomasPowle,gent., fifteenth Henry VIII. A William
Powleseemstohavebeenbailifftothe Abbot,eighthEdward
IV. In the time of Elizabeth, Thomas Poley alienated

, the manorof Swiftsto EdmundJermyn, and in the second
EdwardVIth, thatof Nauntonto Ralph Chamberlain; and
anothermanor"in Mildenhall,to Roger North, nineteenth
Elizabeth. Manyextracts seem to be from the Registry
of the Duchyof Lancaster,at Bury St. Edmund's. Wil-
liam Poley, of Ieklingham,is mentionedin a deed of the
Abbots,A.D. 1530. FromRegisterCroftes,fol.92, Ralph,
son ofRicharddePoley,forhalfamarkannualrent, received
a grant from Abbot Simon, of a messuagein Chelms-
ford, called Poley's tenement," abutting on the high.way
leadingfromBury to London,towardsthe east and towards
the west, super ripa commun." William Curtis con-
firmedthe grant in the tenth HenryVIth. It is alsonoted
that SimonFoley(afterwardsofBadley)first HenryVIIth,
wrotehis namePowley,and in manyof the aboveextracts
it is written Powle.

As regards Boxted Hall itself, from Thomas Badwell
being describedin the deed of the 25th May, twenty-
fifth of Henry VIth, as, "sometimeofBoxted"; it is to be
presumed that he resided on this his manor which,
in a deedof the sameyear (6th June) is styled the manor
of Boxted Hall; and so afterwards. And fromthe casual
signature of William Hervey, lord of the manor, temp.
RichardIst, to Sir Robertde Hawstead'sdeed,it is not im-
probablethat he occasionallyat least residedonhismanorof
Boxted. But the deed3rd Elizabeth,givesthe firstfullevi-
dence of its being the family residence,with the pleasure
grounds,gardens,stables,&c.,and mentionsalsothe moat.
Moreoverthe descriptionofthe houseascontainingahall,and
a parlour at the end of the hall, and a parlour chambre,
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is so exactlydescriptiveof the presenthouse,as fullyto
confirmthe tradition(alreadyalludedto) that the house
wasbuilt in the time of John and WilliamPoley,though
of coursegreatexternalalterationshavesincebeenmade,
whichhave effacedits outwardTudor aspect. Perhaps
the workof Mr. GeorgeWellerPoley,whichMr.Croftes
refersto in his letters to him in 1767,sayinghe should
haveliked to visit " a placewherein his youngerdays
he hadbeenso kindlyand hospitablyreceived,andwhich
myworthygoodfriendMr.Elwes,has toldmeis somuch
altered and improvedby your eleganttaste," may have
contributedto this result.

Thefollowingextractfromthe Terrierof 1631, shows
its conditionat that time.

Themite of the Manoror MansionHousecalledBoxstedHall,with
the buildingeyardeandgardenwithin,the moate,the courtyardewithin
the bowlinggroundtherein,lyingrightbeforethe house,the stable,the
dovehouse,anddovehousegarden,the high house,the oldorchardencom-
passing the moat round about the MansionHouse,with the fishpond
therein,the meadowebehindthe house,the neworchardand the church
hill lyingby to the church,with the warrenof coniesthere conteyninge
in the wholeby estimation,fifteenacres.

Thenewe(lathehousebelongingto theMansionor ManorRousecalled
Boxsted Hall, with a little yard lying beforethe said house,and the
stableadjoiningto the endof the saidehouse,togetherwith the barnsand
a shedat the end thereof,a hoggefroateand cartlodge,and the yards
whereinthe samedoestande,calledthe barneyarde.

The mostinterestingfeaturesin BoxtedHall of to-day,
areitspicturesquesituation,its ancientmoat,withthebridge
still preservingdecidedTudorfeatures,and the spacious
hall with its handsomeoak wainscotingof the sixteenth
century. Thecollectionof familypicturestooisunusually
perfebt,and containsmany of considerablebeautyand
interest. The series commencesin 1575, with Dame
Judith Jermyn,daughterof Sir G. Blagge, Knight,of
Horningsheath,and wife of Sir RobertJermyn,Knight,
motherto Ann Jermyn,whomarriedSirWilliamFoley,
knight. Thereareportraitsof SirWilliamPoley,andAnn
his wife and of Sir John Foley,of Wrongey,his cousin;
of Sir W. Poley, his son,andElizabethD'Eweshiswife,
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and manyothers,witha seriesof the Weller branch,down
to the present day.

The armsemblazonedin the windowsof the hall, are as
followS,-asMr. Almack has informedIne.




Poley qu. Lepd Lyes. 1I Colt impaling Poley.
2 Poley qu. Badwell. 12 Poley impaling—?
3 Woolwichimpaling Poley. 13 Poley impalingShaa.
4 Poley qu. Weyland. 14 Hervey impaling Poley.

'5 Poley qu. Blyant. 15 Poleyqu.Badwelland impaling
6 Foleyimpaling Clopton.




D'Ewes.
7 Poley qu. Rockell. 16 Poley impaling Weyland.
8 Poley impaling Rockell. 17 Heighana impaling Po/ey.
9 Poley qu. Shaa. 18 Poley impaling-Knighton.

10 Poley impalingJermyn. 19 Pohl. impaling Leys or Lyes.
The followingarmsand inscription,of whicha copyhas

been furnished me by the kindness of the Rev. Arthur
White,are on a tombstonein Sapistonchurch.

CROFTES MITES
ET ET

SAMPSON. KITSON.

Hie sub spe resurrectionisquiescit Iana Filia et heres Gulielmi Croftis
Armigeri et lame Foley (fdimGulielmiPoleyDe BoxtedArmigeri) uxoris
ejus : QumQuide' Iana conjugemhabuit ThomamAldham Generosum,ex
quoprolemSuscepitIoha'm,,Thomain,Edmundu', Ianam (Qumobiitinfans)
et Annam : ex h&cvitamigravit Primo Die Maii Amu) XPI mincTrytt.
Etatis vero sumxxxr.

CROFTES ET FOLEY CROPTES ET POLEY
DE BOXTED. DE BADLEY.

It shouldbe mentionedlastly,that Mr. Poley has a very
interestingseriesof deedsandwritingsrelating to the Box-
ted estate,commencingwithseventeenthHenryVI, andfour
others of the samereign ; three of Henry VIII, and two
of Elizabeth,oneof whichhas Lord Burleigh'sautograph.
These,withtheTerrierof1631,andthePedigreetranscribed
(forits earliergenerations)fromonemadeinQueenElizabeth's
time, and then in possessionof Edmund Foley, Esq., of
Bailey, together with the Parish Registers, beginning
1538,and full ofnoticesof the family,forma veryvaluable
collectionof familypapers,and in the hands of one better
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able than myself to handle them would form an important
addition to, CountY_History. As it is, I hope that even
what has been so imperfectly put together, will have con-
tributed something to a better acquaintance with a family,
and a place, which have so long been bound up with the
associations and traditions of our county, and which have
also in so many instances sent forth from their bosom those
who have shown themselves as'capable of maintaining the
honour of an ancient name, in public life, at home and
abroad, in the, senate and in the field, as they were of
fulfilling the more quiet duties of country life, in their
extensive charities, in their intercourse with their tenantry,
and in social gatherings under their own hospitable Toot

ARTHUR MIRVEY.




